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PRICE: 50 PAISE 


WIND, WHIRLWIND 


HERE is a poetic justice in the Congress complaint of thadtion 
against the police over last week's open-air clashes in entral 
Calcutta between rival groups of Chhatra Parishad and phe Youh Congress, 
the real architects of the electoral victory of Mrs Indira Gandhis 
party in this State. When opposition parties had cried themselves 


hoarse over the refusal of the police to protect them agains, organised 


gangsterism of the ruling party, the Congress not only rammed a deaf 
ear but also went owt of its way to defend the police, The Congress 
encouraged police inaction and partisanship as long as these suited 1% 
purpose. Even now police repression merrily goes on with the conmni- 
vance of the Governmeny and the ruling party, and nobody would haye 
thought of defaulting the police if ther so-called indction had harmed 
some party other than the Congress. The rival groups in the Congress 
are anery with the police for behaving as their won hecause tt 48 
the Congress that is suffering. The police may well be mortified by 
this stark ingratitude of the Congress. 

Not that the two fighting growps in the Congress wan; the police 
lo be real inrpartial, Whether the police can ever Ix impantial is a 
separate question to which no answer will be found <o lote as the 
police are not granted the freedom jo act according to their judgement 
All this is irrelevant, though, because what cither of the rival factions 
wanted was that the police should rush to ils aid in the batile with 
its rival. Neither wanted the police to be impartial; cach wanted the 
police to be partial in its favour. This was an impdéssible order on 
the police; not because partiality is against their grain but becwuse 
the ‘police cannot decide on whose behalf they should wield their lathis 
and muskets, Had the conflict heen between the Congress and any 
other party they would have given the ruling party no Oceasion (6 
charee ‘them with inaction and pantiality They would have. jumped 
itite the atena to beat the daylisht out of those who had the effrontery 
to dare the Congress, During Taste week's clashes the police chose to 
make themselves scarce hecause they did not know on whose behalf 
they should gperate. An impartial police force does nor need to make 
such choices, But our police have tie. And they did not have any 
precedent to fall upon 


iL 


at 





Tt is ney the jpolice alone phat were 
baffled. The Ministers the 
primciyal executives did not know 
Hither whether the police shovwld be 
asked to reinforce the army of Mz 
Subrata Mukherjee or of Mr Somen 
Mitra.. Jy was indeed a high policy 
decision, for a wrone step could take 
the Minisiry to the verge of an un- 
timely end. Only the Chief Minis- 
ter could the Ministry 
Was in a position to inour the wrath 
of one or the the 
groups or whether have yo be 
propitiated with equally vempting 
offerings, The Chicl Minister's 
advice was for fimm action 
law-breakers 
group allegiance. i 
ahd anti-soctals of both 
aitested, chere may noti be much of 
the groups left and the jails may 
have to he cleared of political pri- 
Sontrs to the orimi- 
nals, All been. far- 
thest from Minister’s 
mind. ‘He be 
Maintained sq {thy Whe token! ‘ac 
tion by the policy did no; offend 
ether group. The ruling party in 
Wes! Bengal is irrevocably split and 
the only way for the Ministry to 
Survive is lta condone all 
of Gongress members and support 
ers, including hoarding, profiteering, 
blackmarketcering, and street 
Yioting, 


and 


say whether 


other of rival 
borh 


aga inst 
their 
law-breakers 


irrespective of 


groups are 


atocommodate 
must have 
Ohiel 


parety tho 


this 
the 
wanted 


misdeeds 


now 


High and Mighty 


Indian Airlines and LIC are not 
famous for management skills 
and ‘plenty can be said agains, their 
wasteful practices, wilful negligence 
and) downright Bull 
both taken righteous 
postures when ‘them workers rebelled. 
TA ‘has almost succeeded in scotcihng 
the rebellion; LIC, it appears, will 
stucteed. The way these two mighty 
public hitwe clamped 
lock-ouls, and the way the workers 
aré being humbled will great 
morale-booster to the hundreds of 
private sector companies as well as 


their 


cor! up! 1on), 


have enviable 


enlerprites 


be a 


FRONTIER 
tg other public sector ones. Buy in 
West Bengal, it seems, such morale- 
boosers were not’ thirely necessary, 
In 1973, lock-outs accounted for 13 
per cen, of mandays lost in phe work- 
ing calendar of the State, so much 
s® that the Labour Directorate blames 
the industrialists for labour disputes 
which could have been asoided. 
ypecifically if the employers had 
honoured thei agreements with 
employees, 

Im the face of a botal breakdown 
in the administrative machinery oj 
the Government, where chaos pre- 
vails in perhaps every sector of pub- 
lic activity, such flexing of muscles 
does indeed #ppear to be a bit mys- 
tifying. We need nat debate whe- 
ther the Govvernmeny is becoming 
fascist or semi-fascis, or whether 
tt has already become so—the  de- 
bate will be ‘largely ‘4 semantic one, 
But one can foresee that, in the 
wake of TA and LIC, such touch 
postures are mere in the offing. It 
is blatantly clear that the Govern. 
ntent has lost, tortrel over levery- 
thing else excep, the police and the 
military, and will not spare the work- 
ers if administrative screws do not 
tighten up its hold on the exiploi- 
tative. machinery, 

For the Government, it js of course 
a critical time, Tt will Jhave tto 
execute some quick actions to re- 
gain its credibility. More so, when 
the Congress is losing elections and 
more election battle. are imminent. 
People in West Bengal might! won- 
der why the Congress lose, an elec- 
tion ag all after its peculiar methods 
in winning them in Wes Bengal; 
but probably 
some qualms, 
that Mrs G 


with some 


even 4 monster has 

It is highly likely 
will soon come 
revolutionary actions, 
like the nationalisation of some othe 
thing or throwing out of some Con- 
egress henchmen. 

Buy thay is all for the Government! 
and the Congress to What 
should the workers do now? Will 
they continue to lie low? They 
will have to doe some hard thinking, 
after the TA massacre. One hak 
perhaps seen enough how that ma- 


oul 


do. 


jor weapon of workers 
been wrongly used. 7G 
how ‘the workers havegi 
into the hands of vhe employ 
ill timing ¢heir strikes, TA 
recling under the oil ais 
workers wen, On stuke—i§ 
a God-given opportunily for ie 
management ~o declare a lode 

‘But important yh 
timing is the preparation of a on 
Workers have gone on strike a 
out the staming of standitig-@ 
longed one, rhe eventuality of 
cannow be wished away at hits jill 
There have been too mi 
strikes as luxury items in our wm 
ing areas. 

There are many who would 
sympathise with tthe striking War 
LA or LIC. We, ha 
have no righy ¢o sneer at any we 
just because the strikine workes 
allegiance to the Oongpess 
most important realisation Bi 
should be that workers will hive 
ger themselves educated in thew 
of this potent weapon if they Wi 
Lo survive dignily—othents 
they will pave the way ww fascia 


has 
scen 


the 


nrore 


of time. 
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Handsome Payoff 


Though the Prime Ministey, 
Indira Gandhi, uses 
words againsy loreizn economin 
ploitation the payoll to Fa 
monopolists Seems ,O be 3 part] 
the country's overall economic pally 
With a reported, paybif estimate) 
at Rs, 18 annually to “ii 
foreign drug: industry, the Cent 
Government has placed the Tina 
Health Service in great fin 
jeopardy. The payolf was cow id 
in an announcement that the “jis 
chase of drugs required by hospitii 
and medical aid programmes will 
made directly from the multe 
tional pharmaceutical companieg ie 
steal of through the existing syst 
of raté contracts where the sae 
Indian firms could compete’, 9 

Following «his announcement i 
financial daily, Economie Timey 


often 


crores 


cil 
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if Giitgeal ibar the “bia, in fa 
we af the multi-national companies 
aicheil of a payoll in the shape ol 
) iveniial purdhase of drugs esti- 
Ma at Rs. 18 crores annually for 
Dolitival yonsiderations.. “The miutlti- 
minal concerts had donated me- 
i Mipplies and equipment equi- 
lockecrtilal mies ae Rs, 75 lakhs tor drought 
han ie W Maharashtra during 1975". 
f a st pavott 10 Poreien monopolists 
rike we im become a remular feature of the 
ng a pros pments at the Gentre and in 
of whit The Congress collects 
this ponte : fs unaccounted sum, of black 
toon mone for its election sprees and 
our WORKIEE = tlie poor people pay through 
nin TiMses by exorbitant 
vould On for neovssities. Ir happened 
ine Weel ty the cises of the cloth and textile 
hows harks, sugar and the sugar barons, 
any. steal it and the oil kings and synthetic 
orkers 0 i J iials and sheikhs of the synuhe- 
css. fibre industry, 
ion io Yo yeturn yo the latest and the 
| have i OH) scandalous payfoit, the reason 
1 the oe hy the Mishayrashitra Govern- 
hen walle ment fer doing away with the pub- 
_othenwiktl ip jender system is that the public 
(ascii tl by the Government health 
Peheme wants well-known brand 
‘an Just who is the Government 
Hving to hoodwink : The bulk of 
Te people who frequen, govern- 
Went loxpitals come from those liv- 
He below the line and 
hovering do 
pt ypive a damn abou, brand names 


atid 
Ong: vw 
ive pla ol 
ployets i 
1A (Wig 
when 


3 4 
he Stures. 


ni 


way of 


off 


poverty 


Mrs 
brave’ 
omic xe 

foreign 
part af 
nic polieye 


simak 


to te i 

Central myemiment hyspitals, 0 
© Uniol iam af Ménisters who patk them- 
finarcal there when ordinary citizens 
couched at difficult to gery room, then the 
fhe “yuk Slat un well do without such 
hospitals bile” opinion. . 

will be me fact vemains rhat while in 
Ute eat 0! the world and even im 
anes ime Mipinpics) gh ‘hist pnd! Ame 
i SystCnn 1G, the people are fighting explol- 
le sensed meee oF wand names by the phar- 
aa Paeeidical industdy, #he Govern 
j of India chooses deviously 10 
the 


Stor, 


‘the around i¢ who 


SCS 
Dal wake what is given to them even 
wi i only walter an an injection 
Siedic, 1, then, by the public the 
Gwenment tmiatig rhe smugglers 
Behe Holiday at public expenses in 
the trela- 


nent, thar 


“mes Boourage such exploitation al 
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cost of she poor, struggling people 
and of the 
dical and health welfare. The Gov- 
ernment is reluctant to allocate 
Rs. 2 ¢rores required tw meet the 
demands of the house staff and doc 


meagre budget for mic- 


forms under State sender for whitelk 


they ‘Have been fielitine for the Tast 
cant 
crores am 
nually tw the foreign pharmacenitt 
cal industry. 


five years, but strangely W 


afford a payoll of Rs, 18 


Who Is Afraid Of Inflation ? 


Strange it might sound but it 48 
a fact thay even after a year and a 
half of runaway inflation, New Delhi 
does have 
check the price rise 


such to 
feeling in 
has 


a ‘policy as 
The 


business 


not 
both Government and 
heen that prices can, and will, rise 
extent) that the trafic can 
since there nol 
outburst 


Lo rhe 
bear and been 
any the 
situation excep some spor adic dis- 


has 
serious against 
turbances in parts ‘of Maharashitra, 
Gujarat, Karnataka and a few other 
States, it! been that 
the condition has not yet reached 
the breaking ‘point. Prima facie 
this looks like a valid proposition. 


has surmised 


Bur if there has been hardly much- 


of an-agitation, the reason lies part- 
ly in the presen, state of imbecility 
in Indian politics and partly in the 
vastly ‘improved PR operations lof 
the Government. With hardly any 
exception alll thie alldindia parties 
have underplayed the inflationary 
problem because they lack the essen- 
tial organisational infrastructure to 
mount such a movement and because 
they are characteristically oriented 
more to palitics than to economics. But 
by and large it has been a victory of 
the official PR campaign. Somehow 
it has succeeded in making the pub- 
lic feel that the Government has not 
lacked in (good intentions and de- 
termination to fight the inflation. 
but what has let ig down is the 1971 
Bangladesh problem and __ the 
droughts, These excuses, repeatied 
for the umpteenth — time, 
with flamboyant promises af béttle 
davs ahead, have checked the pot 
from boiling over. Butt and 
more people are now seeing through 
the game. 


rogether 


more 


tthe fact of the matter is thas the 


miserably failed te 
piece together ever 
fuehi 


VAglie 


Government has 
n iaose policy 
the inflation 
tlk of Hes- 
of fevoly- 
ing a wages and incomes policy, ef 
blajck 
the 


framework Lo 
There has 
wieting clefictt 


been 
finanding 
controlling he 
State 


essential goods, 


money, 


entry ito distribution Of 


and of course, of 


punishing errant traders hod bust 
And all. 


Nothing, has emerged 4n conearete 


nessmen, that is nearly 


Wages in one sedtor bear no relation 


to those m the other exanrpled, 


LIC and IAC. Cornering and hoard 


ing of stocks £o on unabated, atic 


continues with it 


To a 


political will to fight the inflariany iS 


black morey 


merry ways laree extent the 


lacking, loy it will involve hard de- 


cisions against influential  seciens, 


Bur what is worse 1s that it has nar 


draw an 
We 


have been rold phat many of our Teadh 


yer been possible to up 


élememntary econome policy 
ers solve a problem by nat wloing 
But 


alter 


imfletion is 


ail 


mvihine: about 1. 


different, especially the 
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No. 2, Mangesh Street, 
T. Nagar, 
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View from Delhi 
The Poll Star 


From A POLITICAL 
ClORRESPONDENT 


ANDHS mighy have hos, their 
in West Bengal, with its 
Kyuy yhey are still 
Mahaltashtra and 
even Gujarat, By all account, the 
Maharashtra bandh complete 
despite the poor strength of the ITeft 
there, Beginning with the PAC te- 
yolt in Uttar 
spontaneous movements all over over- 
takmg the political parties. They 
fizvled ou as quickly they grew. 
New Dethi fely reassured thay the 
hump had been crossed and with 
a good monsoon and a bumper har- 


cdec : 
Surfei; of leftism. 
ihe weapou, in 


was 


Pradegh, there were 


as 


vest. jhings would be normal once 
ffain. That before the Soviet 
Whes loan and Mr Brezhney's Santa 
Clause act in New’ Delhi, 
The luxury of liberating 
desh and the ravages of the drought 
fad not) affected all the sections of 
the people shen. The top ten per 
een, was grumbling and i¢ was only 
Breakdowns 


Was 


jangla- 


a situation of scarcity. 
in Jaw and order were reported in 
areas least! prone to ‘political dis- 
furbances. ' The law and order pro- 
blem looked licked by September, 
Like the changing -weather 
fie law and order'cycle seems jo be 
Changing in Yts own way. Jin the 
Iinion | Home Ministry's calculus 
September 1s the most crucial month 
fer law and order, ‘This year. the 
trouble began well pas, Sc ptember. 
The Karnataka-Maharashtra border 
agitation, the communal riots 
Méertr and Allahabad, «he locomen’s 

lockouls all 
happened well 


cycle 


in 


agitation, strikes alnd 
mentnd—everything 
past September. 

What is happening just now, could 
auly be the beginning. The Shiv 
Sena bandh in Bombay was a success 
Hi sorts thanks Lo the Government's 
backing. But theaf bandh against 
the price rise was a State-wide one 
and a suecess withour \official pat- 


j 


ronage. The tronble in Gujarat was 
over food shortage: The State Goy- 
ernment ig capable of mismanaging 
things as only Gandhi's State could. 
But the real lost tow and 
‘t is ‘turning into sullen amti-Con- 
gressism of the kind witnessed in 
1967, 

Even the garmlous Dr S. DN. 
Sharma thas not alleged the proyer- 
bial CIA hand behind hese massive 
demonstrations of were 
witnessed tn Maharashtra and Guja- 
rat. The Centre has been briefed 
of more trouble to come bu; then 
it is a law and otder problem, to be 
licked by the RAW. 

The Prime Minister has nothing 
special to offer rhe nation for 1974. 
No more talk of having turned the 
corner or the worst being over. The 
worst perhaps is yet ro be, with no 
oil supplies coming and even the 
Arab friends ditching the stalwarts 
of non-aligsnment when itt comes to 
price. 

The long-term hopes still res; on 
the resumption of large-scale United 
States aid and Mr T. N. Kaul has 
returned with a new brief «hay would 
facilitate foreign private investment 
on some scale, despite sham attacks 
on the new stance by the CPI. The 
Project Peace Indigo, for radar 
surveillance system on the border 
with China, has been cleared and 
the PL-480 problem liquidated once 
for all. New anxiety to improve 
relations with the United States fol 
lowed she Brezhnev visit, reflecting 
the spirit of detente. Mrs Gandhi 
no longer talks of the stiper-powers. 
Lither there are two or none! 

The absence of a Chinese attack 
on India over the collective securits 
pact seems co have wortied the So- 
viet lobby here. The Chinese stance 
is taken to mean a new ‘initiative 
for normal relations between New 
Delhi and Peking. Mr Swaran Sineh 
had hinted that 1974 might witness 
stich a development. Ag if to scuttle 
any such development, thle lobby 
which was saying unt*l the other day 
dhat, any normalisation of relations 
with China would cost India its 
friendship. with the Soyiet Union, 


issue is 


protest 48 


by 


a 


launched a feeble anti-Glin 
paign last week, much i ii 
comfiture of their mentag 
Government. The report Wi 
G. Parthasarathy is going 
sador might be speciflativgy 
signed to forestall 
pointment. 

There cannot be any 
development until after in 
because the Uttar Pradesh @ig 
have to be won al any cos 
seems to have been written Gg 
with Mrs Nandini Satpathy Tie 
Prime Minister (all of them 
Allahabad or within 12 miles al 
great city) can afford .o toma 
Pradesh. The Intelligence barge 
puts it ar 180 seats ony of 45 
money jig the uiltimate weap 
buy up individuals in vations fal 
to see if a straight majority ag 
A posteli@ 
majority through defections i) 
next alfernative, again with the} 
of money power 


“wc aly 


Lon 


elections is possible, 


The choice off 
didates will decide the Congritg 
tunes, the mood ol i 
Congressism notwithstanding. Ti 
top Intelligence officials  Surve 
every comstituency in detail i" 
their assessment is dhe basis Of 
choice of candidates. Bur fae 
interests negated the exper im 
‘ings, jcausing worry for the Pim 
Minister who is determined tq wi 
irrespective of whay the voters Ti 
of the Congress. 


pTOWwiIng 


Uttar Pradesh will get every Siam 
commodity in plenty mt the pal 
ing day as the cynic pur it, Kergall 
allocation has been doubled. Cent 
Fertiliser 


is plentifiul. supply i 


been stepped up. Vanaspati hag 
appeared from North Indian gow 
to keep the middle class Uttar Oi 
Well, Uttar 


desh 1s one-sixth of India and Wil 


desh yoter happy. 


if a Malaviya and Maurya (Gem 
from Ulttar Pradesh) gre indue 
into the Government on the eve | 
the Uttar Pradesh poll? And Wi 
Eves if Uttar Pradesh dies? 


January 12. 18 
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nUu-Chinyg 
ich 0 (hee 
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TONS 43 Sil 
cillative, Hime 


ar Pradesh 


ach, WH 
FERNAL antagonism now faces 
the Congress (R) and the im- 
miding election in UP. might fur- 
ee Sharpen the confilct, The 
Miemma of the ruling class is too 
mous now to be pipered over or 
Sided with a discreet retreat fend 
. ip protestation’s of socialis, imple- 
Marion of the plan or rationalis- 
hod trade, But how to socialise? 
| inigenous comprador-caprtal- 
i hive joined hands with the mo- 
Moly collatorationists, both native 
im. foreign, and the ex-feudals have 
el chemselves into farmer- 
mum and ramified their 
Ms with big business. In this 
Minion che pre-!968 split may be 
site. The blunders of evading 
ant 2 mlass «issues and leaving 
Three he if Mitlement now pose rhe ques- 
surveyed i before the rulers in the present 
detail anda jedeiwed oriis of Yeadlership. 
basis of Aa they find an equation 
But factional Mt interests between the two sys'ems 
expert finda the status quo which the two con. 
r che Pyigeieems sections have allied « hemselves 
ined to wi Which road would prevail ; 
voters thine ot followed hy the comprador- 
Manopoly collaboration’sts with the 
ial imperialism of 'the West ; 
Mf “cooperation” with “socialist” 
it revited imperialism led by the 
led. Gemall aes Offering aid (to bureaucta- 
Ward capital) and technological ex- 
UPPly Ta peri? 
Pali haw die In a6 far as the Coneress(O) and 
dian (awn Hight-wing co-travellers and ithe 
Uttar Peal B(R) and ‘its so-called lott 
aa Pepleeies find «» temporary unity 
Uttar Pra xpeWency, the crisis of the ruling 
a and wie might be shelved to a future 
urva (both For the present, however, this 
e indie is a mirage. While Mr.C. B. 
igs plays hell with whe nerves of 
the evé dn 
And wha 


Uy it 


tet 


Sine 
hx | ae 
radesh cleu 
nly OF , 
ritlen olf, al onal? 
Tputhy Dye 
of theny fig 
2 miles oF tlw 
LO lose [ieiy iy 
nce baranihe. 
uy, of 425, Same 
Le WEA py 
various par Tt. 
TayOr hy ay 
\ poslelig ony | 
ction is tfc 
with the he Ul 
choice of* 


cost, 
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Over 
rao! 


of 
nding, 


als 


every scare 
tl che: pipe 
it. Renae 


he Congress(R) leadership with the 
mpert Of a merger between the 
Organs, sometimes denying, some- 
hinting subtly at the possibi- 
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Status Quo And The Rulers 


R. P. MuLtick 


lny through a Kamaraj coup, the 
‘left’ stalwarts in the la‘lter camp 
fez. Mr Savi Bhushan, MP., who 
can out-Indira herself in the Indira- 
cult), ate in jitters. Should U.P 
provide another dismal 1967, an- 
oher phase of constitutional-puliti- 
cal instability for the ruling party 
after February 1974? After about a 
month of Mr Bahuguna’'s perform- 
ance as the proxy man of the cld 
euard of the New Congre'’s in U.P. 
symbolised by Mr Kamalapathi Tri- 
pathi, the continuance of the rami- 
fied machinery of both the organiza- 
ional (party) and the bureaucra- 
tic (administration) hierarchy has 
been assured. The advance guard 
of “leit” propressive in the Con- 
gress(R) had put up one Mr Har! 
Charan Nigam to oppose the elect- 
tion of Mr Tripath: to the Rajya 
Sabha. Mr N'gam was quietly 
but firmly pressurized later on, to 
withdraw, by all the GM’s men— 
and the CM himself. Nor merely 
that—Mr Bahuguna has assured 
it beyond dowbt that all the 
sitting MLAs can res: assured of 
getting party nomination, So, the 
previous structural so-up of * the 
party's rump in the local Asembly 
would persist. Also rhe Varana’si 
Distr'ct Congress Commititee has 
agreed to endow Mr Tripathj with 
the power of nominating the ticket- 
holders for all constituencies im the 
district. Where now will the Con- 
gress “leftist” changers turn to? 
Much against the hereic professions 
of the leaders, the sugar mills remain 
as securely in the priva*e sector as 
when the Sanjukt Vidhayak Dal 
CM. Mr Gharan Sinzh, 
ing made a 


who was be- 
target of a Centrally in- 
spired campaign of vilification for h's 
ctime of nor nationalising these—as 
though a state porsested. such Ieceal 
authority! Eastern U.P. continues 


to suffer neglecy as before: even m 
the matter of fixation of cane-price, 
ir is Rs. 12.25 per quintal in the 
eastern region as agains; Rs. 15.25 
per quintal iy the wegen. Take- 
over of the khariff crop trade is 
dead ; so is the proypect of taming 
either the kulak farmers or whe sugar 
barons. (Of the 73 mills, 66 have 
already ptarted fullscale crushing 
operations and the Government an- 
ricipa es sugar production to touch 
this year an all-time high, 

The ex-mill price of sugar 
been allowed to be raised on 
plea that ithe cost of 
has risen. But the workers’ 
for wzz-increase 
not been conceded by ‘the mill 
owners. The Government, however, 
romps home with increased revenue 
from the hiking-up of the purchase 
on cune from 51 paise a qiiin- 
tal to fi0 paise, and an ad valorem 
increase in. excise duty from 30% 
S7.A% the sale of sugar on the 
open market, As no household can 
mike do with the meagre quota of 
oblainable from fair price 
shops, they have to buy in the 
“free” market. With sugar produc 
tion gong up and up (anticipated 
produc'ion. for the current season is 
expected to go beyond the previous 
estimate of 42 lakh tonnes to 43), 
the sugar magnates will cer‘ainly 
sweeten the ruling {party's election 
funds by a more crores, The 
power-wielders are talking of ‘the 
deal U.P, has had from the 
Centre's distributors of reources— 
food, sugar , cement, fertilizer and, 
now, power. That the energy crisis 
had U.P. in grip from August 14, 
1972 till the end iof October this 
year is a fact and is being offered 
as an alibi for the fall in production 
and consequently in the national 
income, Also workers are being 
blamed for going on strike and 
thus affecting production. However, 
facts given our by the Government 
show that production loss on ac- 
count of power-shortace allone dur- 
ing this period amoun‘ed to Rs, 30.26 
crores; the mumber of strikes that 
took place from January to October 


has 
the 
produiction 
demands 
and bonus have 


tax 


on 


sugar 


few 


Taw 


5 
% 





1973 was 211; thay during the criti 
cal period from August 14, 1973 to 
Odtober 31, 1973, it was 118; the 
tumber of days los, during the en- 
tire January-OCcoiober 1973 period 
through strikes was 7.06 lakhs; but 
the total of mandays los; through 
imklowners’ unifad 
of laying off workers, and subjecting 
them to loss in earning not de 
served by them amounted to 11.5 
lakhs during the same period, The 
Teaders may judge well them- 
selves show accommodafive the au- 
thorities were to the private sector 
ownets (about 3,322 factories in 
LLP. employing 3.25 lakhs 
workers) who inflicted further pro 
ductional the 
While not to conypensale ;he 
suifering workers 
labour laws. 

Mr Bahuguna despite his 
union-oriented background, or per- 
no, been 


labour prac ioe 


some 
losses. on community 
caring 
as required under 


track 


haps because of i; has 
able to satisfy any section of workers, 
not even the white-collar staff ol 
the State Government The 
employees were sct on agitation and 
chain hunger-strikes, demanding the 
end of the Iong detention under 
MISA of their 
ers, Shukul and Misra. 
Minister’s ambivalent 

power is in conflict with his 
forgotten trade-unionist’s conscience 
in ¢his as in many other cases, and 
is apt to make him a prisoner of 
indecision. He tried to vey off with 
= good. stare by making a gesture 10 
teachers, but has 


State 


two accredited lead 
The Chiel 
discretionary 


long- 


sditondary-grade 
foundered because of the bureaucra- 
He sternness with which college 
teachers ‘were rebuffed ‘on Decerd 
ber 15 before the U.P. Legislative As- 
sembly building where they tried 
yainly to demonstrate over 
genuineness af their demand which 
even the UGC had conceded 

Mr Bahuguna’s political eredibi- 
lity, never quite appreciated by the 
people at large, is fast zoing down. 
Already political forces are ranging 
against him; here is resentment 
dgains: the Governors no, conven: 
ing the provincial assembly by No- 
vember ‘1h—the date on which the 


the 
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sux-monitl limiy expired and by 
which the legislature should have 
begun Ns next Session according yo 
Article 174 (1) of the 
Mr Bahuguna's weakness is 
known: he is 
Assembly. “The 


behest, 


Constitution 
well 
a meénvber of the 
Governor, at rhe 
had 


not 
he's recommended 
suspension of the Assembly in 
stead of forthrighy Na 
turally public opinion is offended at 


dissolution. 


the grossly \partisan manner in 
which the political cmveniente of 
1a8 been served by 
invoking Article 
Mr Madhu 


as pointed owt the 


the ruling party 
Presidential rule, 
356 of the emergency 
MP, h: 


constitutional Inconsistency of such 


Limaye, 


an artifice by clamping down Cen 
tral rule and 
“situation of political breadkown", 
the Constitution 


covering In realily whe party's 


crealing artificially a 


ostensibly of bul 
own 
internal breakdown! It appears a 
the ruling bourgeoisie is 
a legal battle 
are afrangcing for a 
the legislature for Mr 
Bahuguna from one jof the consti- 


section of 
ttching bor 
meanwhile 


Che rulers 
safe 
Passport 1o 
forgetting 


tuencies of Garhwal, 


Pauri-Garhwal will continue to be 
nevlected even when the Rs, 120 
crore Ramgatiga projec: is complet 
lakh but 


plains region only of not 


hectares 
U.P 
rill 


extra 


ed (irrigating six 
of the 
any of the hill districts). 
kilometres: of 
constructed in 














now 
nearly 32 road 


have been Pauri, an 
area 
cant 
Border 
Defence f 
the Delhi ‘Sinophobes’ nightmare 
ufter the 1962 border clash ? 
Although the present CM of U.P 
the late 
Pant was, this 
still suffers from 
resin 


Sienifi 


the 


considered strategically 
Whar 
Roads Organisation of the 


Department, a product of 


has happened to 


man of the hills, as 
Ballabh 


region 


is a 
Govind 
beautiful 


deprivation. Its industry has 


loss of about Rso6 


uncerselline jat 


had gn sanmul 
because of 

Rs. 93 quintal 
Bareilly) jwhile the market price 
teigns at Rs. 300 per quintal. ‘In- 
cidentally, the hills forest wealth is 
“8st given away, it 
of lease, 10:4 paper mill at Saharan 


cTorTres 


pet (to a firm at 


rack-bottom rates 


pur; to a match faolory aig 
(which is being run wilh) 
capilal collaboration); @ 
wood factory ay  Sitapony 
eve it or not, this highly 
fruit industry of the hill 
suffers so a stejsmouiee 
that year fruits wom 
(approx.) were lowe tit 
the Government did no, are 
vide cold-storage preservaliiy 
facilities; ‘this year 
reported 
Vithoragarh and elsewhent 

As though to put a blind@ 
facts of undevelopi 
hrough neglecr and explottatm 
the sub-Himalayan area ob ig 
he present Government has 
lenls announced the  startiil 
three ffl] untversiuies and a 
lopment board. If boards and 
missions could lif; the impoven 
the mire of m 
ployment and indigence (when 
per capita is a meg 
paise, contra the State avin 
almost a 80 pie 
of the families have perforce tay 
and work on land and forest 
ard hardly 12 per COR, 
the cultivated aren is irra 
then the 1966 Board woul 
brought off the miracle. J) -GaRRA,, 
During the last ten years a GRR 1) 
out of the 3.700 villages of Alig 
have been electrihed pa 
only 10 industrial nit ig 
hill districts employing only 
people, created ow, of the 
Rs. 1S 


by the State Government! 


Toss 
wiect last 


Y crore 


STATISPOrL 


such loss has been 


vbvious 


masses out of 


average 


rupee, W here 


where 


iat 
pans 
irip 


BOT 


district 


are 


mare 
Olin 
moar i 
The reality of wasted posiiiiiizren 
Besides the fal 
dustry, smafliscale and Qottageai ss. 
industries been a 
developed with wool (sheep OTROS «| 
ing), with resin, wax and dy Will 
soft and combustible wood 
matchstick, pencils, toys). andi 


micagre allocation <x 


is. staggering. iri 


could | have 


esse 


. . ; ge 
tainly with honey, fur. leathen Ri 
and herbs. A certain privately is 


naged public service organi 
has been running a model apiany 
Almorah since the fifties. Ong 

dets why the U.P, Government 


not inspire and help the hills 


JANUARY if 


ry a Baral 
with (reds 
ro a op 
Yeu be 
Yhhy elegy 


Mroduce stich efforts elsewhere 
§ decree state-owned enterprise 
iichic as in the private séctor 
truck Allahabad and Mee 
Mite were provocations and com- 
hills OD USRREension at many other places 
mousy iy item UP. A, expected, the 
its worth Tai party and the right-wing op- 
low Dew i en of the same class uphild- 
} cape tone the stals quo of black money 
Trvation Blick coercion of the establish- 
year Ti have thrown accusations amd 
‘ported 01 nite waocisations +t each other. 
here, h Wlal, the police have become 
jind over ii Mifer ylie event and announce 
development pyiore expensive béndobast m 
picitationy ¢ 4 of wireless 
a of Ti Ones, veliicles and other equity 
nt has itd ty Wok more efficient in the 
Sav tne eye, Yet, while the CM tumes 
md a& Meee the “communal” Muslim 
rds andl GOGRe and the Jana Sangh, the 
impoverai pen cratic mefhinery kemains as 
¢ of neh er ual and caste-obsessed as 
(where (MR What prevented the adminis- 
a mee 9 1 H fom jaking prompt preven- 
TVCTRRE im measures? 
30 per ® ie How a 
rlorce +®) TVBRepwckers for tickets: 
forest SCP for 167 
cont i aklipur and Faizabad divisions 
HL Tein This inditates «the di- 
would m of the ruling party. 
ly did sections 
irs a bare) 
> of Alma 
tried; & 
units if 
ez only 2h 
the memsly 
ts, 5 dai 
ntl 
lL posstty 
the fruit 


pur, 


this 


communications, 


scramble among 
3,000 
Varariasi, 


ap 
sets in 


per 


disbelief 
ihe state leadership is so acute 
We prospect of a secrey under- 
mine between Mr Kamalapathi 
fiiand Mr C. B, Gupta 1s 
g before them like a 
ly ds the possibility that the 
iW diss might go asunder, initra- 
sy contradlictions , proving too 


among 


night. 


fumol the leaders. In the circu 
oLlagedty py, SH, the power ol black money 
asl Latsume a decisive role, pitting ‘it- 
sheep, DOGRHERRA favour of both the counterpos 
id dyes, willl De fons, The lef opposition is a 
wood (ff Worry in the coming election 
5). 208 dy them. But more than any- 
Jeather- Ly aa eis the prospect of the econeo- 
= ivately => Pris reaching a new height after 
OTF 2D ections Shar sends the creep’ 
lel apiaty ! 
. One wot 
mene en 


hifls 


been 


_* *¥ 
miihe spine of the powerful, U.P 


well upgrade the Centre's 


vt | 
iny! 
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Stat has wpset the mental equi- 


On Civil Liberties 


S. M. 


A N All-India bor 
def 


fence and release of Naxalite 


convention 


prisoners sponsored by the CPI was 
Many 


oming in various parts of 


organisations 


over lo'te ago. 


are mush 


the wountry to defend civil liberties 


Paradoxically, «thoge whose hands 


are red with the blood of revolution- 


aries are 
Lops fc 
revolutionaries. 

We 


between 


now shouting from house 
r the defence and release of 
demarcate 


must be able to 


sham and genuine aivil 
liberties movements, The history oi 
civil liberties China 
sheds some light oo this matter. 

It was 1950. August 
and October of thar year the Chiang 
regime sent 


movemen; in 
Ba ween 
to death as many as 
Party members 
and sympatthisers. It followed the 
policy “Rather kill a hundred people 
thary let 


140,000 Communis; 


by mistake one suspect 
escape”. » 

During those black days of white 
terror, the China League for Civil 
Rights existence with 


(Madam Sun 
Yeisen), La Hsaw and Yang Chuan 


into 
Ling 


came 
Soong Ching 
as its leading fieures, 

The China League of Civil Rights 
It did not 
aim at ¢he leadership of yhe struggle 


was not a political party. 


for the conquest of political power 
an alternative ,o the 
central ‘tasks of practical revolution 


I, was neither 


nor the main centre of activity of 
revolutionary forces. Yet if one took 
work 
political in nature 

It adhered to a definite organisa- 
tional principle. Only those who 
believed that the Kuomintang 
Government was itself the embodi 


its into considieratiom, ft was 


meény, of political repression were ad 
mitted to membership. It 
enough to condemn 
of the 

condemn in 


was not 
some isolated 
ruling ‘cla%s, Ome 
toto the Kuom:n- 
Government as a 


EXCESSES 
mius| 
tang 
machinery. 

The League's 


repressive 


approach towards 


revolutionari¢s Was hot-paternal and 
condescending. It did no, approach 
the government with a begging 
bowl. ‘It was not simply the office 
af the defence lawyer, It was some: 
thing qualitatively different. 

Madam Sun Yet-sen, as the prese 
dent of the League, asserted ‘that 
“the revolulionaries are crimi- 
nals, but pioneers im the struggle 
for It ts 
infamy without parallel ~hat the 
of China’s manhood are tor 
with lingering death in pr 
son, while gangsters, capitalists and 
feudal landlords sit im the séat of 
power our country ta 
Our demand fot 
the release of all political prisoners 
is a revolutionary necessity if China 
is not to become a subjecy nation,” 
[From Soong Ling’s The Struggle 
for New China—page 37.) Such was 
her political offensive againse the 
Kuomintang regime. She, as the 
president of the League, upheld re- 
volutionary violence against cosurmter- 
revolutionary violence, gave correct 
class analysis of the Chiang regime, 
and asserted the inevitable yidtory 
of the revolution, 

The never extolled bour- 
geois democracy, never created illu 
sions about peacelul progress under 
democracy, To quote 
Madam Sum: Yet-sen, “Formal bour- 
reois democracy is never real in 60 
far as the masses are concerned... 
Democracy is only formal and on 
paper im the wording of the consti 
tution and is permitted only so 
long as it does not interfere with 
the ‘right’ of the capitalis: exploit 
ets to loot the people. In reality 
such ‘democracies’ are bur a system 
of carefully guarded rights ard pow. 


not 
human emancipation 
flower 


tured 


ard deliver 


the impcrialists. 


League 


bourgeois 
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ers of a small minority of the ex- 
ploiters and their ‘democratic rights’ 
are bue the screen for hiding he 
rule, the dictatorship of thir very 
smal! minority of exploiters over the 
broad masses of the people”. 

To the question why she was fight- 
ing for democratic rights whew she 
did no, believe in bourgeois demo- 
cracy, Madam Sun Yetsen replied: 
“The answer is very simple. First 
there is distinotios between formal 
bourgeois demecracy and the demo- 
cratic rights of the masses. For rhe 
latter the workers and peasan's will 
always fight because the rights of 
free speech, press and assembly and 
the right of organisatioy once at- 
tained give a more favourable hasis 
for the development of the struggle 
of the masses for their final libera- 
tion.” She asked the masses not to 
tely on the paper promises nf the 
Kuomin'ang on civil rights but to 
rely solely on their own efforts and 
strene’h. She said thay fascism owes 
its triumph te illusions about the 
possibilities of peaceful progress un- 
der bourgeois democracy, 

The China League for 
Rights roy only defended 
tionaries but also de‘ended the revo- 
Jution. To the question whether ‘she 
would advocate revolution, Madam 
$un Yet-sun replied, “We are not a 
revolutionary party, Our task is 
more limited. Rut we live in a re- 
yolutionary epoch, One-sixth of the 
world has already accomplished the 
revolution, The masses i7 the old 
capitalist countries are ga’hering for 
great battles. The colcnial peoples 
must mass their streng’h to break 
the chains of imperialist domina- 
tio... _The-imperialis, war agatnst 
China is a fact. Burt rhe revolution- 
ary situation is also a fact. Either 
the revolution will triumph in 


Civil 


reyolu- 


Our sole agent in Bangladesh 
CHALANTIKA BAIGHAR 
14, Banglabazar 

Dacca-! 


China, or imperialism will grinmph. 
There is no alter ‘ative’. (Ibid page 
48,49). She expressed her belief in 
the final victory of the people of 
China. ‘She was sure that reyolu- 
tion would evtablish ithe right 
of the masses to govern themselves. 
Her conception of the Ching League 
for Civil Rights was thay it was one 
of the instruments to achieve that 
goal, 

The history of the civil liberties 
movement in China, its correct or- 
ganisational principle, its set tasks 
and correct Political orientation serve 
as a comparison ~o mafly organisa- 
tions shooting up. in our country in 
the name of civil liberties move- 
ment, organisations which berate 
the revolutionaries as “misguided 
youth”, decribe peasant armed strug- 
gle as “lefy adventurism”, elevate the 
present Indian regime as “humani- 
tarian, socialistic and progressive” 
and mobilise from ex-ministers (as 
in Bihar and Bengal) to all and 
sundry who are part and parcel of 
this repressive regime. 

We: must be able to disti*guish 
the genuine from the sham civil 
liberties movement, While the one 
cunningly supports this repressive re- 
gime and cleverly les down the 
genuine revoluitionaries, the other 
opposes the black regime tooth and 
nail and upholds the genuine revo- 
lutionaries and the revolution. Civil 
libert‘es movemen, cannot be a 
handmaid to help the Government 
come out of i's political tighy corner. 
It cannot be reduced to the wailing 
over the death sentence on a parti- 
cular revolutionary and is not 
concerned with many nameless 
revolutionaries who are under the 
shadow of the gallows, It should 
nor soft-pedal the revolutionary and 
counter-revolutionaryl pa*hs. 

The civil liberties movement in 
India should not symbolise the 
swan song of peasant armed strug- 
gle. It must give a clarion call to 
the people of this country to stand 
up and fight heroically against this 
blood-thirsty regime that thrives 0% 
brutal repression and  exploi‘ation 
of the common man. 


ry 


Sino-Americat 
Cc mp: tition 
In East Aferi¢ 


Peter Grupae 


In East Africa the Chingy 
the Americans are fighting a) 
duel, The Chives are bil 
1,800 kilometers of ‘railway 
Americans 800 km of a 
wanted to complete their wo 
in six years. However, 
already clear thay the Chinge 
well ahead of the. Americans) 
Chinese are one and a jalby 
whead of schedule, The Amat 
are months behind, 

The Chinese and the Am# 
both claim that it is rhe Alt 
who are responsible for whate 
sults haye been obtained s fi 
Wan, the Chinese Jeader of tht 
way icamp at Mbeya, saysil 
our work has progressed well 
marily due to ithe effective 
ration of the people of Tanzi 
their governments”. 

Len Walsh, the manager of 
American compatty Nello L. 
Dar-esSaladm, holds that “Wea 
behind schedule with our work 
cause those damned blacks 90 
spoiling our machines", 4 

The tar road built by the 
cans will link the Tanzanian i 
Dar-es-Salaam with the Zambiaie 
der, The Chinese railway will] 
from 


oath | 
3, 


ine i 


DaresSalaam fo tthe @ 
bian copper mines. Both Jinks 
rail acd road, will help jo tam 
Zambia's copper. Zambia still 
pends on Portuguese 
shipping her copper becausa Zit 
lacks direct access to ‘the 
It was two o'clock im the a 
noon when we reached the i 
building site. It was 34 dig 
centigrade fin the shade and Wi 
blew dust over the deserted 
latid. <A diesel engine with a@ 
attached to ig stood ay the 
of the track and just lifted (he 


pair of rails onto the readif 


petit 
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mmbankment. Workers ad 
thie position of the rails with 
Biron poles following their fore. 
i iistructions and then placed 
Bemis into permanent positions. 
meeneine then rolled forward on 
ie mewly builr track and lifted 
Gee ser of rails onto the embank- 
me All this takes no more than 
mites, which gives a rate of 9 
pe railway laid in 24 hours. 


Ue a 
(tien 
iT The € ate forty workers on every 
t Mi Africans and 15 Chinese. 
othaiippether 40,000 people are engag- 
ith building the railway. A quar- 
t Mel these are Chinese and they 
Mtogether wifh the Africans. 
wwhere, whether it is to fix the 
for to work om the engines or 
ftkatiops ghere is always a Chin- 
@eaiting or standing at the side of 
cation. But che African is no, a 
can worker. He is a colleague. 
T Tepe tinskilled African labourer earns 
MERIS00 East African shillings per 
rallied depending on the mature of 
gic, The Chinese expert earns 
preile the amount. When the 
ese will leave Africa for good 
m will each receive a farewell 
eienit of a Swiss watch. 
w “Tanzara’, the official name 
nthe railway, is 1,500 km long, 
Mi all lay-bys, side-lines ard sid- 
me there will be 1,800 km of rail 


o / This is something like the 
te betweem Nepal and Ham- 
merheime The railway runs through 
api fen bush land, malaria-infested 
o mps through mountains up, to 
I ) meters high, through uninha- 
Zara hit qountryside, over many bridges 
‘*. UR through 22 tunnels. 
Ispomminarder ng, to pur any extra bur- 
in on their African frievids ‘the 
a produce the greater part of 
lamp Sown foodstuff themselves. They 
b wherever they go. Whenever 
aft move 10 a new site—tsually in 
ailwiyiihewildernesthe Chinese imme- 
legrecaal Wetltivate the land, have their 
wink Vegetable gardens and rear 
CuMieken and pigs, Without their self 
cra iency in this respect, Tanzania 
TY ae f not have been able to sup- 
= 


i many foreigters, 
mrails are made in China, One 


+ 
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hundred diesel engines and about 
1,200 wagons will come from China 
The concrete sleepers are made in 
Tanzania. Other means of transport, 
such as lorries and cars, come from 
all over the world, 

The Chinese live in camps, Mov- 
alile wooden barracks or simple 
mud houses serve as their quarters 
Four to eighr ewo-tiered bunks are 
built in one yoom where workers, 
train drivers and camp leaders are 
housed yogether. On the walls be- 
tween dhe small lockers one finds 
Mao priciures and slogans, One rare- 
ly sets a personal photograph and 
nowhere any of those pictures of 
naked girls so common in the quarters 
of the European ami che American 
bu‘lding squads. 

There are no Africans in the Chin- 
ese camps—neither as cooks nor as 
servants. This is quite unlike any 
white household in Africa. The 
Chinese also do not spend their even- 
ings im villages trying to find wo- 
men. They play Chitese board- 
games, table tennis or basket ball. 
Sometimes Chinese films are shown. 
Not a single Chinese was ever see'l 
in any of the fashionable bars and 
hotels of Dar-es-Salaam where Euro. 
pean development aid personnel, 
American sailors and  joccasionallly 
African. politicians pick wp girls. 

“Whenever Americans or Euro- 
peans build roads im this country we 
ave always able to recons'ruct the 
location of their camps after they 
have gone. We can afcertain 
this by rhe number of mulatto child- 
rey left behind”. So says K. S. 
Mwambanja, the Acting Director of 
the ‘Tanzanian Min'stry of Informa- 
tio. “But", lhe adds, ,‘until this 
day we haven’, heard of a single 
child having been fathered ‘by a 
Chinese”. 

This is all the more surprising 
since matty Chinese have been in 
the country for many years. They 
are granted home leave only every 
two years. Traian Isaq, Chief En- 
gireer of the Tanzara railway, who 
comes from Ramania, told us: 
“Work, eat, sleep. That is all the 
life the Chinese have here} I am 


puzzled how, they 
like thay’. Pely 

The Chinese. themselves. don't say 
anything. . Our Chimese. interpreter, . 
Miss Chang, is 27 years old amd_yery, 
attractive. She readily answers tall 
questions about technical details, 
workilg hours and wages. Buy when- 
ever we ask personal questions, she 
repliiex with political slegans, “We 
work for the friendship betweem our 
peoples’. And she adds, “It as our 
responsibility to represen, our coun. 
try well”, 

And thar they do . very. well jn: 
deed. Whenever problems arise if , 
the villages, the Chinese help, Chim. 
ese doctors treat African women and 
children. free of charge... Buy there, 
are no personal contacts. Poljticy-is 
not mentioned. either. lly, 1970-when 
the firs: Chinese workers, arrived, 
they ap firs: distributed Red. Baoks, 
Mao pictures and quoted Chou En- 
lai that Africa. is ready, for the rewo-.. 
lution, : ; 

Such quotations brought, about 
open misunderstanding with African 
politictans who in any case have @ 
great deal, of, difficulty in. creating 
political stability . in. their. young | 
countries, The Chittese learned very 
quickly... The, slogans disappeared 
along with ‘the Red. [Books Onky 
slogans like ~*The Gpeay Common _ 
Undertaking", “The equality of all, 
countries”, or "Friendship betwdéen. | 
the peoples. of Africa and Chinas 
remained. in the workshops. Ps 

There. is. another.striking feature: 
Africam. workers and. tedinicians 
don’ receive their training In sepa- 
rate ‘apprentice . workshops as 414 
customary. onthe, American and, 
European projects where, the work 
done by :rainees. simply. gets. wasted. | 
The Chinese teachers work, side. by 7 
side with the African, workers. No 
thing is produced. just for teaching . 
purposes .tlone. Every sproduat. ‘is . 
‘part of the Tanzara..railway. Ifa. 
product turns out to be faulty, the 
fault is corrected, the. produicy te 
cut or if necessary re-cast. 

Chinese politeness, and... work _ 
style are.‘ dimpressive. -Unhike in 
many factorigs of inslitution, set, 
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live. 






: 


) bang, “Those black bastards drive like 


ap by, Egrapeans or), Americans he 
Afficam workers are nor uninvolved, 
dorigy, insecure er arregant:in order 
2 cover-up their isecurity, “They 
are alert; concentrated, attentive and 
Werasionally very cheerful despite the 
very hard work they have to do. 


The American Way 

weWith the Americans, life ts very 
uiifferent:.At a) site: somewhere be- 
tween ) Dar-es-Salaam atid Morogoro 
wwe found .q rccchniciam, of the Ame- 
rican firm Nello L. Teer trying to 
répdirsa huge caterpillerswhich an 
Aifrican driver chad:rus ‘mto deep 
mud, And the technician: was curs- 


idiots, «they should all be castrated”. 
c Aitie> Africa stood: righ, by his 
oside, (Elie white:mani tells him every 
tdayeahar lec does everything wrong, 
thatehé is! a bastard! who knows no- 
ting»ainl!never | will know  any- 
thine, “The Aftican works for him 
because he needs the money, He 
could not date less abour the road. 
The road is for the Americans any- 
way. 

eiPhe: Americans train him for one 
week, then he says hewcan drive the 
machine » himself.» . Because, here, 
landike;ahe case with the Chinese 
the period sof trainingis wnpaid. He 
ears as a driver 14 East African 
(shillings (per hour,’ This is more than 
he could earm with the railway. 
Buy if he falle ill or when the rains 
stop work, ‘he: does not receive any 
payes::Anyore who’ spoils a- machine 
geis immediately dianissed, even if 
# was: not his fault and even if he 
shad been with the) firm as !ong as 
bthr'ee oryears. Unwkilled abourers 
tearn -even less. 


! sPhe Americans, however,,.earn one 


Hundred: times; more than the Afi- 
eas -and: this in» addition to free 
shoard and lodging. Some even 
-broughr their families.. Everybody 
ekeeps Alfican, servants and, drives 
edt lease: one! car. 

‘ The Ametica’s-started on their 
project already in: 1968, If all goes 
woll, they wifl complete jthe road 
ar the end of 1974. The work on 
itherailway, began in October 1970 
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The Chinese promised tha; the rail- 
way would be fully functioning in 
1976; xoday (1973) tajns can al- 
ready cross the Zambia-Tatigania 
border. Chief Engineer Isac says: “f 
am sure the first copper train will 
run on this line by Ist October 
1974", 

This railway is of course China's 

prestage pnoject aid is comparabie 
only to the Russian Aswan dam 
project im Egypt.. For this reason 
Peking is ready to spend on if a 
great deal of money: 18 hundred 
million German marks. But without 
imterest! Repayment will com. 
mence in 1983, that is in ten years 
time and the period of repayment 
is 30 years, It is calculated hat 
Zambia atkl Tanzania will have 
earned enough through regular cop 
per transport so that the repayment 
will hardly burden the countries 
concer ied. 
Ar the same ume the railway will 
change the political situation. Zam 
bia, the world’s bigges, copper ex 
porter, will no longer depend on 
Rhodesia, Mozambique or . Amgola 
for shipping her products, 

Lf Portugal chooses to discontinue 
copper transport by railway from 
Zambia as Rhodesia has already 
done because of Zambia’s support 
to (terrorists, Zambia will starve. 
For this reasom President Kaunda 
and President Nyerere approached 
Western powers in 1964 with a ze- 
quést for assistance to build a rail- 
way which would make ) Zambia 
independent of its hostile white 
Neighbours. But American experts 
then claimed that it was technically 
impossible to build a railway. The 
World Bank was also approached. 
It declared the project financially 
unprofitable, The Americans agreed 
to build a road link which, however, 
would not suffice to move all the 
copper. Kaunda remarked bitterly: 
“The Western powers wan, us to be 
dependent on white colonial re- 
gimes”. 

Then Peking offered to finance 
amd build the railway. Western ex- 
perts frowned upon this project. An 
American diplomat  cyniarily. pro 


phesied ; “Hf the first (ranm 
1980 the Chinese will fav 
lucky. They don’t know tig 
Neo African knows how to Wi 
even Mao can't chatee (he 

Vhe Tarizara railway is 
ple of good, modern and sig 
develapment aid. 

The Americans are building 
road with the help of 120008 
labourers, 58 highly pajd Aims 
technician, and huge 
labour-saving machines, Til 
did not bring any complica 
chines, Thew diesel enginesa 
109 km per hour, It isi 
Their wagons, signals and jou 
simple atid they can easily bea 
ed on the spor by the African’ 
ers trained by the Chines 
do nor use labour-saving ne 
but emplloy thousands of Al 
To this President Nyerereg 
“We need employment for oun 
ple and not exipe sive 
which only deprives people oF 
And this is trite for many 
countries. 

In order ro run the railWil 
its 147 stations 5,000 people wal 
needed. Mr Wan, the Chinem 
er of the planning team 79) M 
assured us: “We see to it Hitt 
cans are in a position to Ti 
railway eve after we leavey 

H. L. T. Choputa, the 
Administrator of the railway 
“Europeans and , Americaiil 
told us for centuries that 
stupd and lazy avid lian We 
do anythn'g. The {hina 
taught us that we can do ome 
and they don't wear us TM 
boys. That is what matter 

(Translated from an anthie 
Stern, Wes; Germany.) 
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For Frontier contact 
APOLLO BOOK HOUSE, 
K. B. Road, 

Jorhat-2, 


Assam. 
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fewsprint Again 
PATRAKAR 


x ol 
hefee hi kat 
Site aime when he had brought 
few 


the newspring crisis, 


remembers, with nos- 


\trjei 


‘ sting 7 
nen sting 2 


mewspaper, ¢ 
hen. ta tse as 
ng journey 
exniortiable 
; wi a bed 


oul 
Is 9m 
Te BEE) = 


lina a mattress dur 


Chit 
ag 


proy ed 
€ aly- 
Those good old 


which 
despite the 
Bis, are gone for ever. 
days, news| the wiost 
Fourth Estate. Most 


inte is 
mc in whe 
Bntwepapers 
ie half of what 1s lefe of thei 


‘Suipy ble. 


wid journals are 


abier printine its, 


ministers’ speeches and visit- 
Mieien dienitarics pics, to thei 


mes ‘the crisis of survival’. 


hin Paomneone put i, the bes, mdex 
workiEaee@nrint stortage in the country 
\frtenm the taddiwala has now started 
I Rs ? for ty kilo ol old news 

ty im Tins a tonne of old news- 
will minay cost 2s much as # ronne 
e | orm freshly imported from 
Mbey fala 0° Sandinavia ! ‘Waste’ has 
tr 2 Mebecome as valuable as the 
n inal pradict, making the mite 
fe proces, Of printing news look 

Acti Y insignificant 

cays fhe newspapers in the coun- 
have Beep! Patviot—have cut down 
ve Zt in page. and some of chem cir 
canter, §=While a big mewspaper 
have Binownced a weekly off, quite 
1ething Ail newspapers hae been 


holi- 
mary 
and 


untdheduled 


of 


ti silly ina m eo On 
eal times The 

Mapers is alzo 
Deverchanging siz 
ie a tough rime to the lay 
Ben, ‘Odd are 
Bere an experimen, but a fort 
Disewily. Journals have mereas- 
hey prices: (Last Augtst when 
Meiitian anc Eastern Newspapers 
my fad announced a sell-price 
ae ihe Government had oppased 


size 
decreasing 


cde 
c newspriu 


ot 


size Newspapers 


aD milateral’ decision and — there 
ie. - rob words between the two 
ile wee 3 lone time). Notw'th 


' 
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standing the Government's brave 
face, ad tariffs have also been raised, 
mostly by big papers. While the big 
newspapers with sack- 
ing stringers, the smaller ones have 
retrenched journalist’ employees. 
The the crists is 
that the small 
worst hit, and ultimately it may tutn 
out to be a case of a few big fish 
swallowing up the small fish, For 
many of the small journals the future 
is as dark as the printer's ink. 
When just afiter announcing 
notorious 30 per cut m 
newsprin# Kjuota in July Tast, the 
Information and Broadcastine Min- 
ister, Mr 1. K. Gujral, had proudly 
anmvounced that the small newspapers 
(those with a circulation 
15,000 with eight standard 


are contem! 


worst aspect of 


newspapers are the 





his 


cent the 


of up to 
pages) 
the 


a sigh of relief. 


would be exempted from cut, 
many had heaved 
Patrakar was happy because he is a 
with 
the 


patssé d 


connécted 
newspapers. Bur 
so-called revolution” 
over the heads small 
Mr Guijral’s ‘white concession’ failed 
to benefit the small newspapers. 
Here, it should be remembered 
that we are nor talking of small ad 
shee's but-really small journals with 
own 


small journalist, 


small just as 
‘ereen 


of peasants, 


pood though restricted in its 
sphere, circulation, and not-so-sound 
economic foundation. None of thes« 
journals, unlike their ‘big brothers’, 
can afford to have a direct ‘participa 
tom. in newsprint 
tain a godown at the port, Unlike 
big newspapers, again, they cannot 
afford to lift ¢gheir annual or qua? 
a time, In fact 
of them get their quota through 
dealers who have a collective system 
against a 
of 


import and matn- 


terly quota at mos! 


of acquiring newsprint 


large number of licences small 
newspape rs. 

This time there is simply no’ news- 
print available with the 
Consequently, while the news- 
papers were able to enjoy fil] 
quantity of their (reduced) quota, 
the smail newspapers had ito starve 
even when there was no. official out 
iv their quotas. 

Ty may be pointed ow that some 


dealers. 


big 
the 


of the small newspapers’ deliberately 
keep rhe circulation in dhéck while 
showing inflated figures ‘so thar they 
can sell a large part of their news 
print quota on ithe black | miarket 
which cin go up ‘to Rs: 4,400° per 
tonne as xgaingst the Officially “oom 
trolled prices of Rs. 1/800, 
But, again, the bie 


paper 5 


news 
better te 
whith: many‘of them “do, 
The newsprint allocation figures’ for 
1971-72 provide an interesting | 7m 
Of a rolal quantity of appre 
192,000 tonnes; about 48 
allocated 120,807 
medium -newspapere 
56,495 amd 268 small’ dailies 
14,698 The sinall >’ pews. 
papers’ share was too ‘Msignificant— 
7.7 per cent—to Nave any iinpact et 
tha country’s newspaper economy a8 


here 


are ina postion 


operate, 


sight. 
ximatiely 
bie dailies 

101 


tonnes 


were 


ronnes, 


tonnes, 


such. 

The increase im the price of nee 
print has made it even more diffiontt 
for small papers to buy newsprint 
An 8 page paper with a circitlatorw of 
15,000 abouy 314 cones 
newsprint ‘per year. Sudha tews 
paper will have to find RS. 2:5 takhis 
more to pay for its requirements! 

What newsira per 
about jt? 

And the crisis is not’a ¢emporary 
phenomenon. Ag ‘an’ expert predicts 
ed. if the newsprint outlook for 
1974-75 is sa bleak that India may 
nor be able to obtain adequate sup» 
plies even if it were willing ‘)~com 
péte on prices with affluent nations 
the prospects for later years are mot 
too promising either. The reason, 
according fo him, is the ‘total ab- 
sence of long-term planning, “whee 
ther it be for imports or for-expand 
ing indigenous production” 


consumes 


can a small de 


For Frontier contact 
NAVODYA PUBLISHERS, 
Fluru Road, 


Vijayawada-2, 


Andhra Pradesh 


vir 


mh 


t 


a 


whole. 


cone F: K. Gujral, we 


"56, One: has ty learm to Five with 
‘tie ‘neéwiptiny shortage: While some 
‘Of ‘the “newspapers, especially the 
“affient ones, ‘have taken care, no 
@brious “ttempr im this direction is 
“visible in’ the ‘néwspaper world as a 
Ads are their financial | back- 
foolish if, like 
ask the news 
| Papers to dispense ‘with them. Bul 
Meheve! are some ‘dailies and weeklies 


bone and it will ‘be 


which ‘still publish bulky s upple- 


nt 


Y 


yi 


metits—mos; of then inserted by 
_. Public sector undertakings. Recene 
ly;a4 ‘Lucknow daily, which «usually 
"brings Git 6 pages nowadays, had the 
gute to come Oli with a $2-page 
siippléement. 
‘There aré 
‘shold’ do 


| 


suggestions that we 
With: tess © Share-market 


™ gabes; contpany ‘néws, races, political 


af 


specthes, afl “those useless pic and 
eight<olumn banners. A little fore- 
“sight by the legmen and some enter- 
prise ‘by ‘the deskmen can certamly 
“help save a lor of space. ‘What they 
‘are: doitig’ at’ Ypreseny is to ~ bring 
ihou; a piece of “incoherence by 
therely “chopping off items, features 
wnd-even popular columng instead 
of giving birth to’ a compac; form of 
jobrnalism. 

But perhaps chat will be demand- 
“ine too mich from our old logs. 
= Exerything—from the break of World 


‘War 11 


wval'—goes om with an extra 


to its own ‘crisis of survi- 
touch 
Sfiymoothness in the) mewspaper em- 


Just.-one example: this month the 


d= Goenkas started the .cighth. edition 


of the Indian Express from Cochin. 


“Newsprint crisis, my foot! 


For Frontier contact : 

BANKURA NEWSPAPER 
AGENCY, 

Lokepur, 

P.O. & Dist. Bankura. 
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More On Andhra Politics 
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URING a recent visit to Ayde- 
rabad I found quite a rumber 
of documents. including Party Pro- 
gramme (Draft) published by the 
Andhra Pradesh Communist (Revo- 
lutionaries) Committee, being sold 
on the open market. From these 
and conversatio™s with people ‘the 
following picture emerged 
In Andhra Pradesh four major re- 
volutionary groups. are functio“ing 
viz. 1, A group committed to the 
line enunciated by the late Charu 
Mazumdar, 2. A group which broke 
away from Charu Mazumdar's 
party and is following the line of 
Satyanarayan Singh. 3. The Revyolu- 
tionary Communist Party of A mihra 
Pradesh known as the Chandra Pulla 
Reddy Group and 4. The yproup 
which broke alway from ‘the A-P. 
Revolutionary Commu'list. Party, 
known as the Nagi Reddy group. 
After a slick in the Syfkakulam 
movemen'—alter. the killing of 
about 200 persons belonging to the 
Charu Mazumdar group including 
its top leaders, Vemptapu Satyam, 
Adibhatla Kaila‘am, Panchadi Krish- 
namoor’hy, Dr Chaganti Bhaskara 
Rao, Dr Devineti Mallikarjunudu 
and Subbarao Panigrahi, by the po- 
lice in so-called encoumters and the 
arrest of more tha 12,000 workers 
and cadres including Nagabhusha- 
nam Patnaik, Tejeswara Rao, Kolla 
Venkaiah, Bhuvanmoha Patnaik, 
Satyamurthy and Ravoof—a section 
of the party began a rethinking 
of the “idividual annihilation 
line” given by Oharu Mazumdar 
after his alleged visit to the Srikaku- 
lam area in 1969. Tejeswara Rao, 
Kolla Venkaiah, Navabhushanam 
Patnaik, Bhuvanmoha | Paltna'k, 
along with Kanu Sanyal and Souren 
Bose had had with the Chinese Com- 
Visakapatnam Central Jail facing 
a trial. in the Parvathipuram Cons- 
piracy Case have issued a letter cri- 
tidising Charu Mazumdar’s policies 


Roy 


on the basis of discussioiy 
Bose had had with the Gh 
Party during "Hie 


munsst 
visit 
teacher 


to 


voof, 


fig WwW 


Rao, 


volutio “ar 
signed a joint app 


Revol tt 


at large, 
ing 


others 


P 


> 


y 


the Communis} 


eking. ‘Satyatni 


ved 

val 
= 
; 


turned Naxalite, 308 
Intha Rama ‘ta Redily 


still adhere 107 
Mazumdar’s line andl have 
the courts. 

Some time back Paila Vi 


a leader of the Sri aka 


movement, Whe 


in the country to write, along 


Satyanarayan Singh and «he @ * 
Pulla Reddy group, 


The 


lam movemeyt at present ii 


the 
said, and 


nated 


gal 
lengana 
Cha ‘dra 


deva Rao group, 
annihilation 
up the programme 


vidual 


control of 
the 
with 
ment going on in Khammam 
and Karimnagar district} 
under 


Pu 


Vasudeva 


the revolu‘iona 


the lead 
Reddy, 

riving Up 
line’ B 
of 


lla 


of revolutionary politics, 
masses OD Mey 


tion of «he 


taking 


necessary 


movement i 


ab 


propa 


actions ov 


enemies like cruel tandlotty a 
lice informers and sel*defend 
the police—thus paving thes , 


agrarian revolution. 
thet 


policy 


the 


Reddy groun is following 
agency areas Df Khammam) 
gal and Karimnagar, distriaily 


When I asked some peopity 
the Nagi Reddi group brokeg 
the Revolutionary Gom 
said ‘the diff 


from 

Party, 
tween 
lv based 
While 


they 
the ‘Nagi 
the Pulla Reddy groups area 


on 


the Nagi 


Reddy 


theory versus 
Reddi 4 


The same 
Chandra ¥ 


Nite 
4 


fined tisclE to mere fornulat 


revolutionary (programmes @ d 


ciples to carry out annem ) 


the Pulla 


Reddy group 
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The Revolutionary Com- 
Witty was formed in April 
alter beme clisaffiliated from 
P iicdin Co-ordination Com 





ea Communists Revolution- 


Hi its convention, the Andhra 


urd 

Call Mion Committee adopted 
fe sue called ‘“Tynmediate 
wa me «nd the Co-ordi'yation 


Ramee Was ‘called the Pevolu- 


aan Communist Party, to facili- 
hg Committee to exercise de- 
ie iPemntralism in it. The “Im- 
if Programme’ atmounced the 
ud Mrement of the armed strug- 
m ihe onse, of the rainy season, 
, Sie fune 1969. 
{a phout S months prior 10 the 
nanmuivention. Chandra Pulla 
wikis senc to the Telengana 
rang ita to prepare people for 
kale slitecje. Since then he is 
und pind. A few days after the 
it ion, at the instance of Bathula 
orewar = =Rao (% provincial 
me me member who was later 
Varn by the police), raids on the 
of Wel landlords were undertaken 
ip a livearms to protec, the raid- 
Vat the police, as they heard of 
‘ind ie up of police camps in 
token. On one night abou; 8 
cect 40 i the Pagideru area of 
‘bilan Distvicy were raided and 
issue firearms were procured 
-opl Mis Pazideru incideny police 
vi Mion and repression were 
acai hel The agency committee 
ay MeO, «ictively move int the 
i* 9 do propaganda! of revo- 


politics and mobilize the 
struspte. The 
Ato " 

cMticized Pulla 


Mer not stopping these raids. 


Pde 


im anti-fewdal 
Var Hl committee 


; atlmitted 
mu his part for not 
i enuirist 

feahar he was aot n 


wh self-criticism and 
stopping 
He told 


a position 


aw, 


men raids”. 








3 
man me yaids as the cadres were 
‘pulls on conducting them and 
cactitgend also failed at the con- 





mm CoOnvVvil<ce the cadres thal 


> oO 


ns though 


Min were adventurist, 
ime in Manthena of Karim- 
istrict members had 
mveapon from an American 
oa Even later neither Nagi 
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Rexlas 


two 


Verlkateswal 
the 


nor D 
leaders ol 


Rao, the 


Lop committee, 


went to the agency area to tell the 


cadres of their “adventurtst’ activi- 


ties. Nagi Reddy, defying the com- 


mittee mandate, remained opem and 


was arrested in a hotel ae Anantapur 


under the PD Ac On a l*beas 
corps wril petition in the High 
Court he was released. Later he and 
seven others were arrested in Madras, 


Consequently several distria: leaders 


and importans members of the 


party were arrested under consyii- 


racy charges of overthrowing the. le- 


cally established government through 


violent means. Pulla Reddy and 
Ramanarasaiah, the key figures of 
the Khammam and Warrangal mo 


arrested as 
the 
still eluding 


vements. were not they 


did not participate in alleged 
Madras meeling and are 
the police 


ed here 


trap. Tt may be mention 


that the State Government 


has announced a reward of one lakh 


rupees each on the heads of Pulla 
Reddy and Ramanarasaiah, 
The arrested leaders had sent a 


document from jail—Present Situa 
lion and Tasks"—in. which the arm- 
the Agenuty 
line 


area was 
The jail 


a provincial com- 


ed strugele in 
haiited 


leaders 


as the righy 
called for 
as they could not 


Ac- 


a new provincial commit 


outside 
the movement from jail. 
cordingly 
tee was formed 


mittee 


direct 


The two area com- 
Warrangal 
some differences. clinched 


mittees of Khammam and 


which had 


them and set up a commiltee. I" 
1970 they reviewed the activities of 
both the area committees and four 
principles of armed struggle were 


the prapagatio ot re- 
mobilization of 


laid down : 


volutionary politics, 
people on mass issttes, necessary -ac- 
uon on people's enemies and  de- 
fence agains, the police. The Agency 
leadership had been keeping the 
jail leaders informed about all these 
thires. Buy differences started when 
the new PC 
leaders asking them to make use of 
the court in which they were being 
tried for propagating the revolution- 
ary line of the party. The jail leaders 
wanted fo set up cil liberties com- 


sent a letter to the jail 









mittees withthe CPI and the CPA 
also, to demand the release olf the ar- 
rested leaders. The new PC was op- 


forming a avi 
Lhe 


committees 


posed to the wea of 


liberlies iLLed wiih revic 





sionists It warted the 


to first condemn politic repression of 


the movement and to make the issue 


of the release of the arrested leaders 
a secondary one. Within a few 
months, affer the formation of the 


the area commit 
Warrangal 


aehieved 


PC and both 


tees of 


new 
Khammam and 


coming. together, the party 


significa results and (the revolt- 
go forward. 
circulated 


the 


tionary movemen, could 


Both the area committees 


1 reply to the document on 


Khammam Agency mo 
yement prepared by the old PG: arma 
Madras and 
Andhra 
deoument Wi 
The renly de 
made in rhe 
that it 


the 


lapses of the 
seized by the police it 
used by ¢he Government of 
Pradesh as a relevany 
the Conspiracy case. 

nied all 
old PC 


was an 


the criticisms 
and said 
belittle 
thi, document 


leaders 


questioned the 


documet 
altempt ty iTm- 


When 


the 


ed strugele. 


was released jail 


HO 


panicky and Very 


authority of the new PC and hegan 


to criticise the Agency movemel 
and said it had deviated from the 
line given in the ‘Immediate Pro. 
cramme. ‘The jail leaders also went 
to the extent of sayiitg that the 
Agency movemeny; followed the line 


of Charn Mazumdar. ‘The jail lead 


ets, Who had hailed phe movement 
till the last part of 1970, suddenly 
changed their estimation of the 
movemert in December 1970 rhe 
jail leaclers later als sald chat they 
would resume the powers of she PG 
and wrote a letter to the party rank 
and file to reject the new PC. On 
th’s the PC circulated another doa 


men; explaining how the 
the 


movement 
3 


on right line, In tliat 
they asked 
condemn tthe subjugationism of the 


The jail 


‘Left deviations in 


Was ‘pit 


ducument rhe cadres tO 


jail leaders leaders in 
their 
our Party’ raised some points of dif- 
the PE 
Garidhi's 


victory in 


document 


the asses= 


Govern. 


ference with on 
ment 


ment 


of Incira 


after her the mid 


15 




















































tu) parlivmeniary elections, or rhe 


sue al the split ba the Congress 


Book Review 


andl abour the assessment. of rl pre. Indian Political Thought 


vasling 
ihe 


revolutionary jsitttalion in 
The PC in is 
ments all Issues 
their stand was similar to that of 
the Chinese Communist Party. The 


country docu- 


eaid rhay on thos 


jail leaders, ignoring all the intern- 
al disenssions and violating organisa. 
tional princrples, openly inspired 
some of thely comrades to form rival 
Lastly, a the 


imminent the 


COMM ILLees. break. in 
party 


jail leacers through vheit 


became when 

advocate 
argued in the court that phe arrested 
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the that 


Reddy. 


action in Agency area and 
Pullu 
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the actions. This made clear the 
Stbjugationism of the Nagi Reddy 
group and a majority of the district 
the State except the 
Hyderabad and Guntiir oommittees, 
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The Andhra Pradesh Revolutionary 
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first 
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and elected a with 
the 
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landlords’ 
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tow running qa weekly magazine 
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) documents on Indian jpolitical 
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lumes. 
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(3) Politi 
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letters 
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Nath 


whose names have 


and 
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the readers G 
Besides the Wi if 
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troduced to 
\ppadoral, 
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documents af 


more relow 
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was available in {ts 
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seoondary source in @ 
its due ‘importatige 
Rowlatt G 
(1918) to project tht 
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cumen; ‘Mukti Kon Pathey# 
Path of Salvation? 
before 1918. by invole 
revdlutionary ‘movenient M9 
The bringing out of sii} 
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before the 


he thas used the 
report 


is the 
those 


that fay serious 
of Indian political thoweht 


Prof Ag 


shy ie rational 


as Indian history. 


is, therefore, 
the publications 
collected { 


thinking and res 


ing “chat 
documents in a 
stimulate 
these and allied problems @ 
cal ‘though; m India and 
enrich this. field which hag 
ceived the attention it @ 


But then it weuld have bem 


better had he nor indulged 
ug 


tions while introducing Ig 


sweeping remarks and 
clocuments The task of sti 
thinking and research shonil 
be muddled with any incling 
prejudice or orient others 
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